ENGLISH PAPER I

(Language and Writing)

Three hours and a quarter

(The first fifteen minutes of the examination is for reading the paper only.

Candidates must NOT start writing during this time.)

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Instructions:
1. This paper has two sections, Section A for writing and Section B for Language; Section B is further divided into nature of language and grammar.

2. All the questions are compulsory.

3. The intended marks for each question is given in brackets.

4. You are recommended to spend 2 hours on Section A and 1 hour on Section B.

....................................................................................................................................................
SECTION A: Writing

Question 1.                                                                                                     
  [30]

Write an original essay using the features of an argumentative essay on any ONE of the following topics. (You are reminded that you will be awarded marks for orderly and correct presentation of material, use of appropriate features and style and general accuracy of spelling, punctuation and grammar.)
a. Bhutan today faces a difficult unemployment problem. Is opportunity that comes to you or something that you create for yourself? 

b. Should abortion be made legal in Bhutan?

c. Do you agree with the view that corruption and success go hand in hand?

d. Should Dzongkha be the medium of instruction in Bhutanese schools?
Question 2.                                                                                                            [30]

Write an original story employing all the elements of a short story.  Emphasis should be made on illustrating external conflict and the resolution of the conflict.

You are reminded that in the above task, you will also be assessed on the expression, style and mechanics.

SECTION B: Language

I         NATURE OF LANGUAGE                                                                        [10]

Question 3                                                 

Direction: Read the following questions carefully. For each question choose   correct answer from the given alternatives and write it in your answer sheet.                                                                                                       [1x4]
(i) The three major channels of the non-verbal communication are

A. Syntax, Semantics and Accent          B. Kinetics, Promises and stress

C. Kinesics, Proxemics and Pauses      D. Phonology and Phoneme

 (ii) Linguistics is the 

A. Study of meanings               B. Science of speech sound

B. Study of origin of words     D.Scientific study of language 

    (iii) Onomatopoeia is

A. the main source of words.

B. is the study of language history.

C. words containing sounds similar to the sounds they describe.
D. a word used in place of another with which it is closely connected.

 (iv) Which of the following is NOT a feature of language?

      A. Productivity                             B. Specialization

      C. Inter Changeability                D. Conversion
Question 4

Direction: Answer the questions given below.                                          [2x3]                              

(i) Why is language said to be arbitrary in nature?
(ii) Explain one of the major channels of non- verbal communication.

(iii) What is productivity in language?
II  GRAMMAR                                                                                                  [30]

Question 5                                                        

Direction: Read the following questions carefully, for each question choose the correct answer from the given alternatives and write it in your answer sheet.                                                                                            [1x5]

(i) I was _________ when I heard of his failure.
A.             taken after   B. taken down  C. taken off     D.taken aback

(ii) The old man was __________ by a bus.
A.              run down B. run into C. run over D. run out

(iii) They _________ their teacher as their guide.

              A. 
look after     
B. look on 

C. look to 
D. look up to

(iv) Pelden was given a Winnie-the-Pooh_________ book for her birthday.

              A
pop-up
 B. pop off  

C. pop out  

D. pop in

(v)      The nice thing about this shirt is that you can________or wear it out.

A.    tuck into  
B. tuck up  

C. tuck in     

   d. tuck away 

Question 6

A. For each of the sentences below rewrite a new sentence as similar as possible in meaning to the original sentence, using the words given in the brackets. 
                                                                                        [1x10] 

(i) A: Pema finishes her homework very quickly.

     B: It doesn’t…………..
(ii) A: He spoke just once.

       B: Only………….

(iii) A: Even after the hostel authorities took stern measures against       “ragging”, it continued.

         B: Despite………

(iv) A: Sonam asked me to give him my pencil.

         B: I……………….
(v) A: Not withstanding his working from morning to night, he could not find a way to please her.
       B: In spite…

(vi) A: You must not lose heart or you will not succeed.
        B: If………………….

(vii) A: Petrol and diesel vehicles pollute the atmosphere more than electric ones.

        B: Electric vehicles…………

(VIII) A: “ Hurry up,” said the guard to the passenger, “the train is about to leave”.

            B: The guard………….

(ix) A: He is too generous a person to criticize anyone.

        B: He is so………

(x) A: If you practise frequently, you will become skillful.

       B: The …………………
Question 7

Direction: Fill in the blanks with the most appropriate prepositions to complete the following sentences correctly.                                           


  [1x5]

(i) The children loved dressing up______ their mother’s old clothes.

(ii) My parents are always going on at me________ tidying my room.

(iii) I was hoping some of her intelligence might rub off________ me if I worked with her for a long time.

(iv) The bright blue house really stands out____________ the others.

(v) Someone must have tipped the police off___________ the robbery.
Question 8.                                                           



   [10]

Direction: Read the following passage carefully, edit it and rewrite it in your answer sheet.

The first chipmunk in March is as sure a token of the spring as the first bluebird or the first robin, and is quiet as welcome. Some genial influence have found him out there in his borrow, deep under the ground, and waked him up, and enticed him forth into the light of day. The red squirrel has being more or less active all winter; his track has dotted the surface of every new-fallen snow throughout the season. But the chipmunk retired from view early in december, and has passed the rigorous months in his nest, besides his hoard of nuts, some foots underground, and hence, when he emerge in March, and is seen upon his little journeys along the fences, or perched upon a log or rock near his whole in the woods, it is another sign that spring is on hand. His store of nuts may or may not be all consumed; it is certain that he is no sluggard, to sleep away these first bright warm days.
GOOD LUCK
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